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M1ssissauga
Travelogue
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26. Jul - 2.Aug 2024

Kariya and Mississauga have been tied as twin cities since 1981,
and they have exchanged delegations to each other.

Kariya International Friendship Association (KIFA) and Mississauga
Friendship Association (MFA) serve as the liaison offices.

In 2024, a delegation of 10 members traveled from Kariya to
Mississauga. This travelogue is my personal record of that

experience as a member of it. A deleg\ation m%mb\zf MiSSiisaUga
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spring iris field
bouquet full of fragrance

breezes blow to your town

HEOBHFOTAYRT—rREITE

Picture source : Kariya City
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When | discovered the theme of the KIFA English haiku project “Friendship in twin cities” by Mississauga’s
Poet Laureate, Ms. Anna Yin, | already decided to visit to Mississauga. | sing. | tie Mississauga and Kariya with
poems. | deliver iris bouquets with poem songs. In April 2024, | took a deep breath, blew out a breeze, and
wrote my first English haiku above and my application essay for the delegation.
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before departure
summer night

packing bouncy voice
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A trip is really fun even before departure. How many of these do | need? Have | packed them yet?

Will host family be happy with this souvenir? While packing, which was also a struggle against the weight
limit, my family was surprised at how loud my voice is. The journey has already begun.
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seeing off for Canada
weaving hands

forecast maple trees
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Many people, including the Kariya mayor, city hall staffs, KIFA staffs and family members, came to see us
off as we departed for Canada. Just after the picture above, perhaps | was already dreaming, | mistook the
many hands that were enthusiastically shook for a forest of sugar maples.
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economy seat
Canadian’s face

sweetheart distance
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From Haneda (HND), Japan to Toronto Pearson Airport (YYZ) , Canada.

Sitting next to me was a young Canadian guy wearing a Super Mario T-shirt, but | missed a chance to talk

to him at the time of departure. When | woke up, his face was on my shoulder and very close to me. The
economy seats were small.
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host parents
spoiling new child

who 1s 47 years old
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My host family. Dave-san and Maggie-san, his wife, are first generation immigrants from China. Their two
cute children were raised in Canada. Each of them has different food preferences. We cooked and
enjoyed breakfast that blended Western and Chinese cultures. “How about this?”, “Here you are”, I'm now
47 years old and haven't heard such words in a long time, however, | put my hands together and say

“itadakimasu” (thank you for the meal) with all my heart.
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scent of bodywash
melt me

into host family
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My host family's house had two shower rooms. Since | didn't bring any soap with me, | used some of the
bodywash "OLAY” there. It smelled so plump that | excited the shower feeling like | was melting. Even when
| put my shirt on, the smell of melting still lingers. When | looked it closely later | realized it was shea bultter.
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sound of maple trees
sound of credit river

sound of T1ife starts
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Dave-san brought me to the Credit River. It flows from
northwest to southeast in the city of Mississauga. The
watershed has become Riverwood Park, where people
come to enjoy strolls. The park has been maintained partly
through donations. We can see maple trees change colors
in the fall and the river attracts bears who try to catch -
salmon swimming up. The forest nurtured the river, and the &=
river nurtured the ancestors. It is one of the origins that has _';';'
supported people's lives since First Nations. 2
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walking
path of Tife

with wildflowers
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We took a walk around a pond near my host Dave-san’s workplace (community center). It was
surrounded by lush vegetation. When | visited, | saw a bunch of Patrinia villosa(?) and other plants
blooming in abundance. Young people were running and elderly people were taking walks. All enjoying
the pond trail. This is the path they have got through, and this is the path they will continue to.
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dancing circle

energy for prayer gy LlEoAAY 2L E WS Y

friends connected

Welcome party. We all delegation members practiced Bon Odori (or mid-summer dance) repeatedly until

the dance become our own. Then, we danced with Mississauga citizen. Bon Odori is filled with the power

of acceptance, since it is originally a ritual to welcome and heal our ancestors. We danced together
in Mississauga forming a large circle and we were praying for.
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Niagara grape bunch of
friends dripping with dew

toward Lake Ontario
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Day trip. Niagara Falls is about an hour and a half away
from Mississauga, going down south along the western
shore of Lake Ontario in an “<” shape. | heard one of the
ideal retirement for Ontarians is a relaxing life in Niagara.
We set off to the waterfall basin on a small ferry, grouped
together like the local specialty grapes, and were rocked
on the deck, immersed in the shower of the waterfall.
Then we went down the Niagara River with dew, towards
Lake Ontario.
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summer river surface
wind crossing Fort George

touches my cheek with soldiers
ErRAE7+— b a—CaERE B EHROBEZETHC

In 1812 (55 years before the founding of Canada), Fort George was a British fort and a key point to prevent
invasion by American forces. Being separated by the Niagara River, daily surveillance was essential.
In 2024 summer, the wind that blows across the river still carries cries of soldiers' tragedy and cheers.
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bikes meet the pond
in the forest WA I=YRY FTRIEE S

can't help but stop

'3 g "

My host, Dave-san, says he has a special place for me. The two of us go out on mountain bikes.

After about 10 minutes ride, we are greeted by a city park in the neighboring community. The pond is
surrounded by natural trees, which are reflected in the pond. There’s a carp. A buzzard flies away. Wild
apples and berries also grow around. We just sit in front of the pond, and quietly watch the world goes by.
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good morning
we meet together

weekly again

SEHLF-EA-REESTH

In Mississauga, trash is roughly divided into three types: burnable, recyclable, and organic trash.
These plastic buckets were lined up the night before for collection. Until being picked up weekly by a
collection vehicle equipped with a robotic arm and returned by residents, they have enjoyed social talks

with colleagues for a while.
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morning coffee

my daily ritual

at Tim Hortons
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When my host, Dave-san, found out that | drink coffee in morning, he kindly started taking me to Tim Hortons.

Thanks. Tim Hortons is a donut shops chain that originated in Ontario Province and is a source of pride for

Canadians, similar to what Komeda coffee is to the people of Aichi people. It's amazing how you soon feel
like a regular customer. Tim Hortons now lives inside me.
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tales of
Rattray Marsh

spinning out

HELT 7 LAY —22DYFE

Rattray Marsh Conservation Area is an area located on the shores of Lake Ontario in the city of
Mississauga. There were two canoes in the cove, and perhaps a couple was having a conversation.
As the final destination of the river, the marsh have a slow-changing water supply, making them the

perfect environment for a variety of living creatures, including us.
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in garden
human beings

invited to pizza flowers

After passing through the marsh, we all gathered in the garden of Jim-san and Carol-san’s (Soshi’'s host
family) house. The large garden allowed all guests to swim in the pool, relax under the trees, and enjoyed
the flowers and mini-tomatoes. There were even watering stations for hummingbirds.

Then, when the lunch pizza arrives, everyone gathers around. Pizza flowers also seemed to be popular
among human beings in both Mississauga and Kariya.
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memories from migration ﬁ@

hope and anxiety T
scorching time and distance W wT
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The Art Gallery of Mississauga (AGM) is located within the
city hall building and is free for the public to view.
The exhibits has been updated approximately every three
months, and when we visited, works projecting the
memories of female immigrants from the Middle East were
on display. The word “migration,” which combines
movement on both geographical and temporal axes, simply
points to “hope” and “anxiety”. The challenges of
immigration must have been soul-shaking. Whether they

failed or succeeded.
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just gaming?
wonderfulness shakes

our intelligence!

INT — L7 MMEZmcd Fa0 !

The Hazel McCallion Central Library (named after the city's former mayor) was renovated and reopen in
2024. In addition to books and audio equipment, the library also featured a kitchen, Mississauga history
zone, labolatries (where you can create crafts using sewing machines and 3D printers, etc.), music and
photography studios, and more. Of course, it is free and open to the public as a library. At its heart, the
city of Mississauga has a place where its citizens' intelligence can soar into the future.
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turning leaves of words
lTooking up trunks of shelves

forests of Mississauga
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Sorry, but unrelated to the photo above, | met two poets at the Central Library. Ms. Anna Yin, Poet Laureate,
and Ms. Alene Sen, a professional poet and librarian. Standing side by side, the three of poets were two
beautiful professional ladies and just a poor mid-age man, but we were genuinely happy to meet each
other. Poets know that it takes courage to compose poetry. The fact that these three poets, all weaving
words, met in the library was like an underground flow of this delegation program.
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with courage
plantanewtree BbHWFHFRICHTZLAARZIEZ S

in honored forest

Farewell party. It was held at an Indian restaurant with scent of spices. Everyone gathered in formal attire,
with a slightly official feeling, and each person was grateful for this delegation program. Generally
speaking, it is actually very difficult to make friends. But we have proud history on our side. We plant a new
tree in the forest that has been cultivated by previous people. Finally, we all sang "To Be Friends" together,
filled with gratitude and courage to take a step forward.
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s X days
be embraced by

surrounding Li-Canadian
)——HF T4 TR BIRAM

- Wl Canada's diverse people, First Nations, Indian-Canadian, Chinese-Canadian,
ltalian-Canadian... "hyphenated" - they maintain their sense of self and
solidarity, respect each other, and strive for coexistence. During the six
days | spent with the David Li family, as a member of Li-Canadian, | was
embraced by the nature and family. It has become an unforgettable part
of my history.
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the sights we saw
in Mississauga will join

the 1ights of Kariya
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Acknowledgements: I'm having serious trouble expressing my gratitude because the word "thank you" is not
enough. But, | dare say, thank you very much. | will use this experience to further exchanges between Kariya
and Mississauga, as well as in activities toward intercultural cohesion.
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Special thanks to X~ v L4 2 X: Ms. Anna Yin (English Haiku instructions Z2z5E )35 &)

Author: Toshitaka Okumura. Nickname is “Okkun”.

A poet, born in Shiga, Japan in 1976. In 2013, he moved to
Kariya city after changing jobs. He learned from the works of
Hiroshi Hormura and Machi Tawara and studied poems
independently. In between composing tanka, he also works in
human resources at an automobile parts manufacturer. He
loves his wife, two daughters, and a toy poodle, and visits
Mississauga Park, which is a 20 minutes walk away, every
week without fail. As a KIFA volunteer, he teaches Japanese
language on Saturday class. Favorite places are kitchens and
libraries.
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